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A new wave of researchers : Why play'ing'the property : onment special
IS bringing academia market could be a good initiatives that are
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by astronomers to understand our greatest cosmic enigmas
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ASTROMOMY




ASTRONOMY

today. These objects are the final fromier of I_.:.FJ““_I” cxplains the atiraction. "You might ask wiy.
observational astronomy.’ Cooke says that astronemer ana 5 AN astronomer, | would come to 3 country
for him and his felow PRD stisdenls, these el L vitbere | Can't See th skiesl” he says. But e
are inferesting times. "‘Ongoing space-based :ﬁ;";,":".' bipn here teo-and-a-half years now and it's
missions such as Planck and Herschel, as well E’:?’i:‘:" such a stimulating résearch emanonment.

as the scheduled launch of the James Webb Sahare (15

Space Teloscops, will revolutionise Asronomy :.,_Trt:|:-f:.llw n simple terms, asronomy 1hiises across the
Wie might discover entarely new objects and point o modern. WK = bul crucially looks beyond its borgars
ook at the first stars directly Tor the first time T,

Part of the attraction of oomang 10 do
regaanch in e UK 1S s scsentlic commiinity.
In astronomy. this is a legacy that dates back
b6 155aE Newhin and has basn pushed orward
by haading lights such as Martn Rinid aand
lephen Hawkng, Cooke, who has recently
been working with foemer Royal Astronomical
Society president Donald Lynden-Bell and
mare recentty, Herschel medalist Max Pettin,
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At the University of Edinburngh, for instance,
your MSC in Astronomy Could see you jetiing
off to use facilities in Hawaii, La Palma

of Aushralia to research the ewodution of
palaxies and quasars. There arg also UE-wide
Opportunities Do joan teams deseloping the
UK's infrared and millimetbre telescopes

The next frontier?

AlRGUGh SOt L TN 10F CRNeErs i acaCemec
astronomy i fierce, the Royal Astronamical
Society Says that betseen one third and

hal of astronomy PhD students in the LK

can expect a post-docioral appentment af
thi end of thes sbudees, erthar in the LK or
glsewhere, 1T al50 poings out that skills such as
teaching and IT learned during an astronamy
FhiD) are transherable assels

i ARE ImRact o pretty Savers The normalhy sceptcal Colin Pilhnger
reCenily of the Open University and the
ESA's 2003 Beagle mission, says students

i i y can aleays get mlo commercial space
engmeering - "one of the few industries |least
hit by the downturn, which means students
should still be encoursged 10 Study
astronomy”. Al Jodrell Bank, a new course
has been Bunched 1o tie in with this trend
Wi ane olfering & new M5C in rade> imaging

memik. He was & it & January

i Zarmecki, &ntitled Tha detectsdn of

romomer Colin Pillinger agrsed. ‘I we oould show that Iile on Earth s mod unigues, Bhe
yiEry would Be on a par with THCLUS 5 iy thee Earth went rownd the sum e aid. T wouk

fundamental shift in tha way we think ab urgglves”

and sensing,” explains O'Brien. I also had a
mulitude of terresiral apphcabons, such as
cacunty technology.

Of cowrse, one coubd Sampdy Study aSrdnorry
tect a planet for it o sake, People somelimes ask
sohene, Just me, whal with so many problems. at home
bt it was a wihy 0w ook at the sky'" says Domnk
ol these But imagine what we could hearn abouwt

our own planet by siudying obher workds

Strange though the UNIVerse may SSem, our

way Morris, profe

onowledge of whatl's oul thera grows on a
prepars for the worst, i avolutson be daily bases. Might we ascover something
cirangely Tamiliar? "0ur Lolar Sysiem S one
of many like ours — and unlike ours, Says

Dominik, “We may not B So special after il w




